
Language and Literacy for 2-4 year olds 

The quality of adult-child interac3on can influence a child's 
opportuni3es to communicate and can facilitate language 

development. 

Top Tips for effec8ve interac8on 
These &ps will help support the development of children’s learning, language and communica&on. 

1. Sustained shared thinking (2 way conversa&on), following the children’s lead, the adults model 
language. 

2.

                            

3. 10 Second rule – Ask a ques&on and wait for child to answer 

4. Don’t ask too many ques&ons. Asking too many ques&ons tends to mean the adult is leading, 
not the child. 

5. Hand rule – 1 ques&on to every 4 comments 

 

Stop – Watch and show 
interest 

Listen 

Respond – Describe what 
child is doing. Repeat what 
child says or expand by adding 
in 1 or 2 new words.



Recent research indicates that when parents/carers and prac33oners 
work together they can posi3vely affect the language development of 

children under 5 years. 

 
 
Your family is in a unique and expert posi&on to describe your child’s communica&on characteris&cs at 
home, which may differ from what we see at BMC. As the family, you spend the most &me with your 
child so are well equipped to give us addi&onal informa&on about your percep&ons of the child’s 
hearing, play and interac&on in the home environment. 

 

 Hungry LiRle Minds - Great resource to support effec&ve interac&on at home. This online 
resource provides ac&vi&es and ideas to support language and communica&on development in the 
home for children aged 0 - 5.  

https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/


 Words for Life Ac&vi&es for parents and families.

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/

