
Language and Literacy for 2-4 year olds 

Spoken Language 

 

Learning to express ourselves is a bit like making a cake.             
It involves several different ingredients. The different elements that are 
involved in spoken language are: 

- Words - Finding the right word 
- Sentences – Learning how to put words in a sentence 
- Understanding – Learning how to use appropriate language 
- Thoughts - Formulation of ideas and what you want to say 

 

General strategies to help a child to use spoken language: 

  
• Give children a reason to communicate 

• Model language by commenting on what 

the child is doing or is interested in 

• Repeat what the child says clearly 

• Expand their language by adding 1 or 2 

words 

• Emphasise the words you wish to draw 

attention to 

• Use sentences only 1 or 2 words longer than 

what they use 

• Don’t correct 

mistakes in 

grammar or 

word order 

• Avoid closed 

questions 

 

 

To support your child in being able to tell their own stories spend time 
reading together. Sharing books at home can have a significant impact on 
language development. 

 

 

Storytelling 

Early at school, children have to 
write stories. To succeed with 
writing stories, it is really important 
to develop strong oral storytelling 
skills. 


